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to the King, without showing it to Madame des Ursins.
She soon had scent of what he had done; seized the
letter as it passed through the post, opened it, and, as
she expected, found its contents were not of a kind to
give her much satisfaction. But what piqued her most
was, to find details exaggerating the authority of
D'Aubigny, and a statement to the effect that it was
generally believed she had married him. Beside her-
self with rage and vexation, she wrote with her own
hand upon the margin of the letter, Pour mariee non
(" At any rate, not married "), showed it in this state
to the King and Queen of Spain, to a number of other
people, always with strange clamouring, and finally
crowned her folly by sending it to the King (Louis
XIV.), with furious complaints against the Abbe for
writing it without her knowledge, and for inflicting
upon her such an atrocious injury as to mention this
pretended marriage. Her letter and its enclosure
reached the King at a very inopportune moment. Just
before, he had received a letter, which, taken in con-
nection with this of the Princesse des Ursins, struck a
blow at her power of the most decisive kind.

